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    www.karmadogs.org

Do you and your dog have a lot to give back? Be a Karma Team! Join Karma Dogs and help others today!

 Karma Dogs, Inc. is a non-profit organization that seeks to improve people's lives through relationships with therapy dog. Karma Dogs relies on the kindness of our community for the support we need to assist the people with whom our dogs interact. Karma Dogs, based in Baltimore, Maryland, was founded in 2006.

 What animals can be Karma Dogs?

 At this time, only dogs can be karma dogs. We hope eventually we will be able to utilize other animals, but at this time, pooches only. Any breed or mix may be suited for therapy work--temperament is far more important than appearance or pedigree. Not all dogs have what it takes. Karma Dogs love human attention, and are obedient, gentle and patient. And they love meeting new people! Karma Dogs have also been rescued from difficult situations, setting a great example by overcoming their challenges. They're ready to give back to the community that helped them.

 What will I be doing? 

 Sharing the companionship of your dog with other people is an incredibly rewarding feeling. Whether the time is spent helping a child read, connecting with person with developmental disabilities, or teaching a child how to be safe around dogs, the animal-human bond can accomplish amazing things. Karma Dogs, Inc. currently has two main focuses. Our H.E.A.R.T.S. (Help Encourage All Readers To Succeed) program allows children to read to a Karma Dog, accompanied by the Karma Team handler. During their one-on-one reading session, the Karma Dog does not judge or criticize the children, which even the most sympathetic human may occasionally do. As a result, the children become more confident readers who really enjoy reading--and better readers are almost always better students, too! We are also working on programs to help children and adults whoare developmentally disabled in a therapeutic environment. Finally, we do community outreach programs to help children avoid being injured by a dog. Each year, hundreds of thousands of injuries are reported and most are avoidable. 
When do Karma Dogs and handlers volunteer?

 Currently, most of our activities take place after business hours or on the weekends due to the availability of our current volunteers. However, we also have on-going programs during the week.  As our volunteer base grows, we welcome the opportunity to improve the lives of as many people as we can. However, we also realize that animal therapy only works when it is available on a consistent basis. People can become very attached to an animal, and missing a scheduled appointment can be very disappointing for them. While we are still a small organization, we want to make sure that we keep all of our commitments at all times, and grow as rapidly as we can while still delivering the best of what Karma Dogs can offer.

 How do I become a member of Karma Dogs? 

Make sure that volunteering with your dog is right for you. Animal-assisted activities and therapy require quite a bit of time and dedication. The people with whom you will work will come to rely on your regular visits and sessions. 

If you decide that the rewarding experiences of a Karma Team are for you, the first step is to have your dog evaluated. Karma Dogs must pass an obedience and temperament test. This is similar to the Canine Good Citizen test and to the exam required by Therapy Dogs International. Your dog must be at least a year old and have lived with you for six months.  If you feel your dog is ready, then we will arrange for your dog to be evaluated by our experienced trainers. A trainer will spend time with your dog and judge his or her overall temperament. If the trainer feels your dog has the right stuff, but needs some work, they can help you prepare your dog for the test. Once your dog is ready, he or she can take the test and prepare to become a Karma Dog. The cost of the evaluation/test is $20. This is not refundable if your dog does not pass or qualify.

Remember, therapy work isn't for every dog. Even if a dog doesn't pass the initial temperament test, that doesn't make him or her any less of a wonderful companion!

 Your dog will also need to be checked out by a vet, and you must provide medical records showing that your dog is up to date on all vaccinations and has a clean bill of health (parasite free, etc). 

 Before you can begin work as a Karma Team on your own, you will observe two 2-hour sessions without your animal, and then work under supervision with your animal for 4 hours. After you have completed your training, you and your Karma Dog will be qualified for service as an official Karma Team!

 The cost to become a member of Karma Dogs, Inc. is a registration fee of $75, good for two years. This fee provides you with an official Karma Dogs ID for your dog, a therapy dog patch for a vest or bandanna, as well as an ID and t-shirt for you. You will be covered by our liability insurance when working at an official Karma Dogs event, activity or visitation. Therapy dog vests are available at an additional cost.
If you do not have a dog that qualifies--or don't own a dog at all--there are still opportunities to volunteer your time with Karma Dogs. We are sure you will find working with Karma Dogs as gratifying and satisfying as we do. Please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions. We can be reached by phone at 443-928-9206 or by e-mail at goodkarma@karmadogs.org.

